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ter the 0 nties on the est and north of's w re for ed 
the county seat was moved to cDona1 d, (no c led .cDowe 1) 
here a 10 j 1 vas constructed, but the counties of T ne 
and stone ere or anized on the east nd it as ne e "to 
move the ounty se ,t est in orde to be n r h cent~r of 
the co nty. o. issi oners ,e pOinted an sevil e s 
selected nd aooo + of the e t. on an court nte t s to 

hose 1al "t ho be 100 ted ive e1 ere. Cassv 

as chosen B th county se t ' n 


100 ed as t was oath armip dur'n 

x over r un the oa~ty and ~ef ees fro~ both com i ted 


s of %ka~m x 0 ry b' rn n~ hOIS barns neve 
c I' eo Ie to heir doors in the night t'me nd hoot'na the. 
do ,very fe hosses er lef t standing fte th • our 
loea 'on bein on the Old r're Ro d abo t half w y be ,een 
Springfiela sso and F yeteville, ,our ueoule suffered 
f 0' both arm; es. 

It s a'on th's ~re ' h' h y that cle .S. Gov rn nt 

e ta 1 shed a tale r ph line from Jefferson City south to e 

n tou h 'th thei.r army, and hp.nee the na e of th. Old ,ire 


Road. t w s on . this road that the .S.· ail as car~'ed 

from Spr'n 'f'eld to Fy mith , Ar k 'n a ail coach drawn ~ 

fa r horses in he te s' ti a and ly se . a • On th a 

co' hps t e r er s t outside and c rried the ai sac s 

in h t as cal ed the coot, a recepti oal under his fee, we 


e re e ber lIt k ?I;)en ton dr'v' the st e and r d' n 1;0 


sohool in ear v ornin ith im. leo De ton s an uno 

of Firm D nton who s no' w'th Fris a .y_ 


It was one of these at e co cbes that wa neld UD and 

robbedon the nead of shoal creek in th~ late sevent'e after 

.h r BOO had built their line as far west s Perce C'ty o. 


and Eureka Spr' n s W 8 ' at bei - open d 11 • P rt' esrun hat 

they called the nine ho~ stage from Pierce ' ty to Eure 

S rin s, Ar dr wn b four ules tth' ,t time, and as he d 


ne h t 's ow the P .. ' ood PI e. r 8. Nanni A res of 

v'lle ha ened a be on the o' ch ~oi h fro re a 


and s tne ~assen er f'led out, an old entl an by her side 

at u she noticed I, e bill fold in h simp oc e+. nd 


je_" dot and ~ it in h r bosom s e vea so e fi e 

hudd ed dollars fa him, sh co la'ned of bei in alid 

and unable to t out; the arties ho robbed the coach ere 

after ara8 ca h nd sent to the sate orison. 


The murder of Carney d h' iie b Geo. oore fo he'r 
mane was aven ad by a ob of the ~~zens 0 the east ' rt 
of the 0 unty com ' n to vassville and ta~i h'm fro jail and 
hanging him n bra d day li~ lt to the arm of the bell 0 t 
a the southeast corner of the court house no one was ever 
arrested for th han i 

For a nl ber of y s the west terminuB of th Frisoo 
as Spr ' n field, o. and the frieght to Ft 8m'tIl and Indian 

Territory had to be hauled by teams. have seen these 
f e' hters in droves of twelve and fifteen a ons, they ould 
loaa south ith merchandise nd br n bac hi ' es nn furs, m n 
of them in th f 11 of the year brin in a wagon box f 1 
of ecan. The e men h ,d hard ti es and ere out 11 kinds of 
weather. I have been with nen e s' re d out bed on the round 
aroun a 10 heap and et up n the 11 covered wi th ano • 

s usual th'n this c p as de by dx'vinR ~he gons n 
circle nd nuttin thehor es inside the agon Circle to keep 

them fro bein sto en, many of the teamsters . d their ho ses 
stolen and left many mil~s from ho e with their loaded ons. 
In suoh cases Bome of theothera hitc ed his w "on beh'ld theirs 
and by ouan 'n~ w th ea n other ould del'vp.r the'r 10 d n 
et hi ba k ho . I r n ber the L ~an boys ho ere early 

settlers of Cassville nad a very fine t e of sorrel ho~ es that 
ere stolen one night north of S 1'in field and ere never :found. 

In those davs the roads ere not what they e now and 
the teamsters h rd sleddi durin the s rin s of t e 1e 
any land that w s 10 as almost imn Bsable to the frei hter. 
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I have seen ei 'ht or ten teams red down in what is now a'n 
st eet of Cassv11 e, 0 and on e1ther side of the road as rail 
f enoes and t he freighters 0 1 tear rails from the fenoe to 
pry their w ons out of the mud un 11 his team coul handle it. 
In the neighborhood of ashburn I have seen stalled te s tha 

auld reach for are than a uarter of m'le, teamsters 
Dry'n" t thpir W ons and doubl'n up with two or more teams 
on t he on. These e c erta' nly faced m ny h rdsh s to et 
th frei ht to its destinat'on. I cant refrain here from givi 
some of the names Z.L. Roberts, Geo Lee, the 10 an boys, Gee 
Ha k, R•. Elrod, Ch s. Grubb m oel, Add Lee and y father 
I.D n1ey ho are all now dea • But t as the s 'r't of 
such men as these d other before them hat has made 't ~ssible 
fo us to be here and further eve 0 e the oountr • 

Edd lumb as lega I han ed in Cass lIe, 0 n 55 for 
t he kill n of a n by the name of i hi te and a i1'l b the n me 
of E aBe. It seems th t .h te had l' n off 'h lumb'e fe 
f om some northern state and 11mbfo 0 ed the 0 t to th 

oun r nd 0 te the i v n on C 'Os Creek n t he north 
rt of the ounty and ived for tim tJ.l them, durin 

time 11 bls wife b came . s'ck and the Bowe irl st ye 
, th tnem or louse hel. s. Clum finally died and he Bo e 
ir1 stayed on at th hite ho se and 't see s th t Clumb and 

'fhi te were both infatuated i th the Bo e gir • Clumb beinl!: 
'e a s and on f'ndin them on the ban s of Ca s Cr ek t - h 

he. aho and illed both of them and forced a negro or 'n fo~ 
hite to assist n b ying them in a blind d'tch on the f ID. Tnp 

o sc ed and 'n the n' ht went to P' erce Cit yand 
. nfo ed tne officers and h y c e out and rrested b 
fa tn k 'ng. He as tr ed and nv oted d ban ed. ..H iley 
be n' the sher'ff at th t time ana. d'd h 11 n ing. Thous ds 
o~ eo Ie on fOo ' , ho~seoack and 'n a~ons and ies 0 e for 
ilee he day before to see the ha n~, W ich as iubl'c in 
h t a at t t time the Pharis cornfield but now rt o~ the 

City of U 8sville. C Danley as one o~ tne axds for the 
sheriff. 

James Roberts shot a1 reenwood one n lace 
now 0 ned by Isaac Brock, pistol used was one of old 0 d 
b 1 the bullet went clear throu h him and as taken out t 
hi s b ck. Green ood la.y for nonths from the wo d t fin' 
at ell. Roborts was tried and ac u:tted. Afte ards Rob rts 

shot To Bratt n ~ a dance au the Utter Dl ce north of to t 

the whoot1n w s over a ir. Br tin died d Roberts as tried 
and ac uit ed. Robert I ft here sev ra y 1 ter onn ·0 
o • where he as on th alice force for samet' e, h vin ' died 

h l~ holdin that osit'on. .0. Ev s a 'I ed bet en Exe~e 
and his home on the old wire road at a pond on his 1 ce some 
pa t'es ere rested bUt noee were onvicted of the crime. 

PUBLIC BUr DINGS. 

In 185S the County Co t ordered the e ect'on of a bri 
court house in the Public Seat assvi11e, SSOUl' 0 cost 
5,500 and the contract as let to illiam Yo nd Abner N~e1ey 

for t h above price. D.P. Phari s on t ir bond for com letion 
and they 'ere unable to fin'sh it for the r'~e and Pharis too 
o pr thp contract ~d fin1, ed the bu'ldi s t as n this 
'ou ' !lg that the AXuic'es of Con":'e-eratlon ere s gned Nov.2nd 1861 
which attached t ·ssour1 to thp confeder te states 9 
building was used by t e officer of t!le ·nion rmy d in civ 1 
war tis said that the house got in such a condition d Ting the 
war to t hogs slaDt in some of the rooms, th 0 iers unched 
o -oricks for '00 t holes to snoot t of t s th so; lOin' 
tha~ ael Horine s co'nty cler d he ar a d to reserve 
the Tecords of the co ty th t he too to cave and hid the 
un aft r the war. T' e co s'ons ho h d char of the n-
s';' lict·on oft e caUl' 11 louse ere 1 G.TO\11l end,L.J.Blan'~nshi 
a d .L. yr1ck L ex th cou t ordered a th' story added 0 
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this buildin and chan~es d n doors and ¥indow , the commissioners 
for this were J.. eCompte A B Talbert and G•.Goodnight. 

The first jail bllilt in v seville issouri s of log and t 0 
story the lo~s were and n iste of an outer wal of hewn 
10 9 12 inches square, with inne of the ame and spaoe 
bet· een filled in w th stone, very 9 1 indow9 ith iron b 
ac oss for l' htn n' stair to second story wen up outs' de building 
trau door 'n f oor of se ond stor and ladaer ent up fo he ris&ne s 
to get up d dOTIn. T ja'l as later removed and ' 0 ned to tb 
co~t 0 S6 on the no sid in 1994 an run ay bu'lt f a the 
seoond s tory of the ou.e to P. out of ja' , a few ye sIte 
th~ 00' j il wa9 tor do and ~teel oells PUroha dmd put in the 
second story of the cou toe and for years s used i the ja 1. 
ater it bec e d n~erOUB to the safety of the r cords and :t was 


deoided to build a ne the c' izens of aasville contri ted 

o 	 d build: riok jail, he ese one. Th s ee 

oved from the co rt ho se and ut 'neide the ne 
hig 0 t nouse be me unsafe and the nro e of B rry 


w r clamoring fo ne moder court hou e, an eleot'on w s 

b the 0 ty court to v tP bond to construct ew buil ~, 


they re defeated. n election s hen called to v t 

of he co t house and COUD 'y seat to E e e iasouri 

A secon ection was then c 1 ed for b~n s 11ich let i h the am 

defeat a the f'rs • A ter a fe~ months the 0 order d no'her 

ele tion for the bonds and Dr T iley,C C Chander~ Be ton Robb'ns, 

P.E. Horine and .D. ey ere 0 nted y' h izens of assville 
as a cam aign committBe tnis camuaign "11 go down in history as 
the only one of ts ind no ueations as , ed as to h her you 
ere et or dry the only les ion ere 0 for th bon 9 nd 

i n that ou1d' t take to tte 6. T· Oll!' cal] ed the 
eleot'on or S t xd ,we es iv~ he bo s S dav to ee that 
thei vote 1'0 erly coun te said that Flat C ek an 1 ' inp.ra 
v_rin s To ns ins cast mO'e vote th they eve had b f or since 
an they ere ac ,ed of vo in th i 0 '9 and ta n n s frnm 
tombstones the e ection ried bu~ so of the citizens tho ht 
there as fr d Q th t er p vo ed th h d been Qe 
for ye s sent a ' e do to look ov r th m x 0 e boo 9 

pon h' ret he en m as aure there was frau and a ointed Fr 

.,.. 11 a come down d sk for a look in hioh h as given. B_ 


so e ime h d el sed since the election and th'n~s had been cared foC 

no here was no contest f' ed ' f any county in the st te is h vin 

trouble in vot'n bon s for bli buildin ~ nd t t +.he lover 
m ny of this committee.ate still ldv.: • Tis said that some good oman 
livin' 'n C svi1le on m e y after th eleot'on c· e h .I' son ov r 
tIl Dhane d told him t br' '"'-he eleot on retu:rns . co e on in 
th'" p' d 0' h T mount of bonds vot d v. ~ . S 40 000 and 
the c't'~ens ~ v sville e ,10 000 thus we h d 'fty tn 9 
dol ~r to constr ct and dia congtr t n to date modern t·o story 
stone co t ho se nd credit to an/ co nty. This 0 t house s b ilt 
in 1913 and out of native stone qua ied ne C esv lIe. 

The County Alms house was a very crude build n artly Quilt 
of 10 a and not very oomfortab1e. Dur'ng a aold w'nter Robert 01 k 
then an'n te froze h~s fee unti one of hem had to be ut 'ed, 
so thQ i1 of h kind ness in the ood citizens fin ly prevai ed 
upon thp Coun y Co t to constr' ct a lodern nd 0 date b i di 
for tne care of the unfort nate and the old house an ~ I was ao 

n land pura:h sed us no_'th of own and a modern to date t 0 
story building s constrlcted of bric d aid for h u bo ds 0 
i rp. sin' h tax r teo Th s ildi' b rn F by. 15th 1 23 and 

t once the court b 'n the erectm~b &f De xl the e nd ot ng 
as the old one. hi ch i th the 600. insur nce t hey con t ct' ed 

tnout bond is ue. B ry s nou~e lch we ar 
jus ly urou' of. 

The first sonoo of th aoun we e riv te, t the 
Oiv'l ax that h. nad free school h cho 1 hou e 'n 0 t 
tha time .t~~- lS6g toad on the hill j ust 0 side of h t iG no 
the city 11mi s. Ben S uuy of Venice, Ill. taught'a four months term. 
followed nexi ye by a e.n of he name Ho sea The school building 

4t1 ch~812 and for sever years Cas v lIe had no acnool 
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h shoal we had '8 tau h ' ' n rivate ewe li~s, one hese 
houses as on the ot now ooc pied by J .. BI ck, after 
three elpct nsto vote bonds 
the railroad. It as in h' b i "n 
the re faun 1 r of the school of B 
term and cont ' n ed to te ch ther un th school 0 t re the 
building and a brick school house was ere ted on top OI the hill, 
whi h was oc oied by · iden s rinel for sever 1 e rs. 
T s Professor aiden who begin to et the boys n erested in 

and. ~ t e have I de ood. He ad s' h boys 
ns, • E H neina, .E Hankins H h 
11) Go ' E Harr ' s t E • ~! • eador) the 
s: .4-he "buts, res, c 1 es, 
others e do not. r,all to mind b 

dade good and here is not 
not w ys have indl 

aiden. H s influence din not stan t 
~s Co v Comm ' ssioner of Ba ry County amd 
int~rest of the whole County and to-day

school s stem tha se a . to none n he 
'th erms of sc 001 runn"n' ei ·ht and ten 
1914 t he school bu'ldin w s dec red 
n and a ne mordern buil 'ng w 8 buil on 
t ke its lace. Then later the school 

ro in so lax e a high school bui di ' W s buil in th no~th 
t of ton and the old b ui di used only for the r des. The 

distr"ct no employs 13 teachers. 
(Do A-oril ISth lS80 the 'arshfield cyclone ent tnrou h this 

county killin one erson and brea ' ng the th' h of Robe t 
Overton, destroYing several houses and barns doin thousan's of 
dollars worth of da e. 


